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Income source Employed CDEP Centrelink No income 

Number of sample in income category (%) 22 (26%) 16 (19%) 35 (42%) 8 (10%) 

Average amount spent per fortnight $50.75 $41.92 $39.83 $34.50 

Average fortnightly income $1,038 $506 $296 $0 

Percentage of income spent on phone 4.9% 8.3% 13.5%  n/a 
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1 Based on 2001 figures from the Australian Bureau of Statistics (2002); The Aboriginal population is forecasted to rise to 

42% of the total population by 2021 (Mitchell, et al, 2005). 
2 For a detailed discussion on language groups, see the Central Land Council website at  

http://www.clc.org.au/ourculture/language.asp 
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3 Figures for town camp population are based on surveys conducted in 2004-2005. These figures have been compared to 

census figures for the region from 2001 to gain the percentage of town camps compared to urban housing Aboriginal 
resident . Given that the Aboriginal population of the region is increasing, this is likely to be a slight underestimate of 
the urban population. 

4 The estimate of urban resident population was reached by subtracting the number of town camp residents from the total 
Aboriginal population of Alice Springs, as outlined above. 
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Table 1. Average income of Aboriginal people in Cen tral Australia  

 Employed CDEP Centrelink 

Alice Springs region    

Percentage of people6 unknown7 8% 63% 

Average income per year8 $32,5169 $15,417 $7,580 

Average income per fortnight $1,251 $593 $292 

Central Australian Region    

Percentage of people10 unknown11 15% 79% 

Average income per year12 $21,477 $10,877 $7,806 

Average income per fortnight $826 $418 $300 

Average fortnightly income $1,038 $506 $296 

                                                 
5  The ‘not in labour force’ (NILF) category is based on question 37 (Did you look for work at any time in the last four 

weeks?) of the ABS Census. In most remote communities the possible employment options are extremely limited and 
usually known, thus many people answered negatively. The categorisation of CDEP as ‘work’ and the inclusion of many 
people in the NILF category who would be looking for work if there was any, has the effect of understating substantially 
the number of people unemployed and thus the unemployment rate. 

6  Percentage figures are based on ABS 2002 data for the region (Mitchell, et al, 2005). 
7  The percentage of Aboriginal people employed is not available as they formed part of an 'other' classification in this data 

source (Mitchell, et al, 2005). However, it is likely that employed people make up the majority of this ‘other’ group 
population (29% in Alice Springs and 6% in remote regions). 

8 Average incomes are based on ABS 2001 Census data (Mitchell, et al, 2005). 
9 Based on ABS 2001 Census data. It is important to note that there are 163 outliers which would affect this average, in 

the form Aboriginal people earning more than $800 per week. In remote regions there were 37 in this group (Mitchell, et 
al, 2005). 

10  Percentage figures are based on ABS 2002 data for the region (Mitchell, et al, 2005). 
11  The percentage of Aboriginal people employed is not available as they formed part of an 'other' classification in this data 

source (Mitchell, et al, 2005). However, it is likely that employed people make up the majority of the remaining 
population (29% in Alice Springs and 6% in remote regions). 

12 Average incomes are based on ABS 2001 Census data (Mitchell, et al, 2005).  
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13  Sourced from the Centrelink website, last modified 28.08.2006, 

http://www.centrelink.gov.au/internet/internet.nsf/payments/pay_how_nsa.htm 
14  CDEP participants are classified as ‘employed’ at times, and at time (as in Table 1) are best viewed in a separate income 

category. 
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15 Data sourced from Tangentyere Council Housing Department, 24th November, 2006. 
16 This has been principally due to the long and difficult application process, but also due to the lack of time Tangentyere  

Council staff have available to manage the application process, as no specific funding has been provided to provide this 
support. 

17 This information is not limited to the Central region. 
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Research task Time 

Approval to proceed from the CAHREC 24th August 

Project development and training workshop  30th - 31st August  

Drafting and review of survey tool 4th- 6th September 

Survey interviews 5th - 26th September 

Data compilation 2nd – 5th October 

Data interpretation workshop 9th October 

Draft Project report 11th October 

Final Project report 25th October 
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18 Although this percentage is much higher than the estimated 6% of Aboriginal people in remote regions who are 

employed. 
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19 One of these additional phones was for work purposes. Two respondents include a broken phone as their second 
phone. Two made no comment on this matter. 
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20 This figure is greater than the total mobile phone users, as some respondents with more than one mobile phone were 

using more than one provider simultaneously. 
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21 Turbo Charge is an offer where for $40 worth of credit purchased, a customer receives $200 worth of calls, text or 

picture messaging, if used within a fixed period of time. 
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 Employed CDEP Centrelink No income 

Number of sample in income category (%)22 22 (26%) 16 (19%) 35 (42%) 8 (10%) 

Average amount spent per fortnight23 $50.75 $41.92 $39.83 $34.50 

Average fortnightly income $1,038 $506 $296 $0 

Percentage of income spent on phone 4.9% 8.3% 13.5%  n/a 
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22  Three (3) participants of 84 did not specify their income source (3%) 
23  Average of the 73 of 84 participants who own a mobile phone gave their fortnightly expenditure. 
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24 An alternative interpretation of this data made by the researchers was that remote residents may have answered this 

question in relation to their current use of phones while visiting town (at the time they were interviewed), rather than 
their use of phones when in their usual place of residence. 
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25 Information gathered from residents at the Anhelke Housing Association AGM, 6th November 2006. 
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26 The definition of 'own home phone' included landline services in the participant’s own name or in their own home. 
If a respondent was visiting relatives in town and using their home phone, this was interpreted as using other people’s home 
phone. 
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